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2880/351 

AMEDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of the Claims 

1. (Currently Amended) A joint prosthesis system for joining a first bone having a first 
surface to a second bone having a second surface in a pati e nt , comprising: 

at least one bioabsorbable spacer adapted to be interposed between the first 
surface and the second surface; and 

at least one connector adapted to be fixedly attached to the first bone and the 
second bone, at least a portion of the at least one connector restricting the lateral 
movement of said at least one bioabsorbable spacer th e at l e ast on e conn e ctor conn e ct e d 
to th e at l e ast one bioabsorbabl e spac e r by contacting the outer surface of the at least one 
bioabsorbable spacer^ and disposed to pr e v e nt lat e ral mov e m e nt of th e at l e ast on e 
bioabsorbabl e spac e r the at least one connector comprising autogenous soft or fibrous 
tissue con s truct e d of th e patient's own tissu e. 

2. (Previously Presented) The joint prosthesis system as set forth in claim 1, wherein said 
at least one bioabsorbable spacer is cylindrical. 

3. (Previously Presented) The joint prosthesis system as set forth in claim 1, wherein said 
at least one bioabsorbable spacer has a porosity of about 50 |im to 1000 ^m. 

4. (Previously Presented) The joint prosthesis system as set forth in claim 3, wherein said 
at least one bioabsorbable spacer comprises a bioabsorbable fabric wrapped to form a 
cyhndrical body. 
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5. (Previously Presented) The joint prosthesis system as set forth in claim 4, wherein said 
at least one bioabsorbable spacer further comprises a bioabsorbable film that binds with 
said bioabsorbable fabric. 

6. (Previously Presented) The joint prosthesis system as set forth in claim 5, wherein said 
bioabsorbable film comprises bioactive components. 

7. (Original) The joint prosthesis system as set forth in claim 4, wherein said 
bioabsorbable fabric is comprised of at least two compounds having different degradation 
rates in tissue. 

8. (Previously Presented) The joint prosthesis system as set forth in claim 4, wherein said 
bioabsorbable fabric is coated with a material having a degradation rate different than the 
degradation rate of the bioabsorbable fabric in tissue. 

9. (Original) The joint prosthesis system as set forth in claim 7, wherein said 
bioabsorbable fabric comprises fibers, said fibers comprising a first polymer coated with 
a second polymer that degrades faster in tissue than said first polymer. 

10. (Previously Presented) The joint prosthesis system as set forth in claim 1, wherein 
said at least one bioabsorbable spacer comprises a bioabsorbable fabric comprising 
bioabsorbable fibers having a thickness of about 1 jiim to 300 jam. 

11. (Previously Presented) The joint prosthesis system of claim 1, wherein said at least 
one bioabsorbable spacer comprises a bioactive agent. 

12. (Withdrawn) The joint prosthesis system as set forth in claim 1, wherein said at least 
one bioabsorbable spacer comprises a cavity. 



DCOl 592805 vl 



4 



Appl. No. 09/988,777 

Amdt. dated Dec. 8, 2005 

Reply to Office action of Oct. 17, 2005 

2880/351 

13. (Withdrawn) The joint prosthesis system as set forth in claim 12, wherein the surface 
of said cavity has a coating comprising at least one bioactive agent. 

14. (Withdrawn) The joint prosthesis system as set forth in claim 13, wherein said at least 
one bioactive agent is a bone growth promoting substance. 

15. (Withdrawn) The joint prosthesis system as set forth in claim 13, wherein said at least 
one bioactive agent is hyaline cartilage cells. 

16. (Withdrawn) The joint prosthesis system as set forth in claim 1, wherein the at least 
one bioabsorbable spacer comprises two bioabsorbable spacers. 

17. (Withdrawn) The joint prosthesis system as set forth in claim 16, wherein at least one 
of said two bioabsorbable spacers comprises a cavity. 

18. (Withdrawn) The joint prosthesis system as set forth in claim 17, wherein the surface 
of said cavity has a coating comprising at least one bioactive agent. 

19. (Withdrawn-currently amended) The joint prosthesis system as set forth in claim 17, 
wherein the surface of said cavity has a coating comprising hyal[[a]]ine cartilage cells. 

20. (Withdrawn) The joint prosthesis system as set forth in claim 1, wherein the at least 
one bioabsorbable spacer comprises two bioabsorbable spacers, each of said two 
bioabsorbable spacers having a first side adapted to contact a bone and having a second 
side adapted to contact the other one of said two bioabsorbable spacers. 

21. (Withdrawn) The joint prosthesis system as set forth in claim 20, wherein the first 
side has a first coating comprising a bioactive agent to promote bone growth, and said 
second side has a second coating comprising a bioactive agent to promote cartilage 
growth. 
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22. (Cancelled) 

23. (Currently Amended) A method of treating a joint injury in a pati e nt comprising the 
steps of: 

providing at least one bioabsorbable spacer; 

interposing said at least one bioabsorbable spacer between a first bone and a 
second bone; 

connecting said first bone to said second bone with at least one connector such 
that at least part of said at least one connector restricts the lateral movement of said at 
least one bioabsorbable spacer is contacting conn e cted to th e at l e ast on e bioabsorbabl e 
spac e r by contacting the outer surface of said at least one bioabsorbable spacer, th e r e by 
r e stricting th e lat e ral mov e m e nt of said at l e ast on e bioabsorbabl e spac e r the at least one 
connector comprising autogenous soft or fibrous tissue construct e d of th e pati e nt's own 
tissue . 

24. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 23, wherein said at least one 
bioabsorbable spacer is cylindrical. 

25. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 23, wherein said at least one 
bioabsorbable spacer has a porosity of about 50 |im to 1000 ^m. 

26. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 23, wherein said at least one 
bioabsorbable spacer comprises a bioabsorbable fabric wrapped to form a cylindrical 
body. 

27. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 26, wherein said at least one 
bioabsorbable spacer further comprises a bioabsorbable film that binds with said 
bioabsorbable fabric. 
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28. (Original) The method of claim 27, wherein said bioabsorbable film includes 
bioactive components. 

29. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 26, wherein said bioabsorbable fabric 
comprises at least two compounds having different degradation rates in tissue. 

30. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 26, wherein said bioabsorbable fabric is 
coated with a material having a degradation rate different than the degradation rate of the 
bioabsorbable fabric in tissue. 

3 1 . (Original) The method of claim 29, wherein said bioabsorbable fabric comprises 
fibers, said fibers comprising a first polymer coated with a second polymer that degrades 
faster in tissue than said first polymer. 

32. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 23, wherein said at least one 
bioabsorbable spacer comprises a bioabsorbable fabric comprising bioabsorbable fibers 
having a thickness of about 1 |im to 300 |xm. 

33. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 23, wherein said at least one bioabsorbable spacer 
comprises a cavity. 

34. (Withdrawn-currently amended) The method of claim 23, wherein the at least one 
bioabsorbable spacer comprises arfirst and second bioabsorbable spacers and wherein 
interposing said at least one bioabsorbable spacer comprises interposing the first 
bioabsorbable spacer between the first bone and the second bioabsorbable spacer, and 
interposing the second bioabsorbable spacer between the first bioabsorbable spacer and 
the second bone. 

35. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 34, wherein at least one of said first and second 
bioabsorbable spacers comprises a cavity. 
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36. (Withdrawn) The joint prosthesis system of claim 16, wherein surfaces of the two 
bioabsorbable spacers mutually define a cavity. 

37. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 34, wherein surfaces of the two bioabsorbable 
spacers mutually define a cavity. 

38. (Previously Presented) The joint prosthesis system as set forth in claim 1, wherein 
the at least one connector comprises two connectors. 

39. (Currently Amended) The joint prosthesis system as set forth in claim 38, wherein 
the two connectors each comprise autogenous soft or fibrous tissue the patient's own 
tissu e. 
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